
Jewel Linzey,  STEP Program Manager

Jewel.linzey@sba.gov

Office of International Trade

State Trade Expansion Program (STEP)

May 2020

Greetings !
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The SBA Can Help You Go Global
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Advice to Get You 
Started

Grants to Find 
International Buyers

Financing for Your 
International Sales

Find a Local Advisor at 
sba.gov/local

See if your state/territory 
offers grants at 
sba.gov/international

Contact your local export 
finance manager at 
sba.gov/international

https://www.sba.gov/local-assistance/find/?type=SBA%20District%20Office&pageNumber=1
https://www.sba.gov/business-guide/grow-your-business/export-products
https://www.sba.gov/business-guide/grow-your-business/export-products


Grants to Find International Buyers

Last  year alone, $18 million in STEP grants:

• Helped over 6,000 small businesses 

• Enabled small businesses to earn over 
$500,000,000 in export sales.

Visit sba.gov/international to find out if your 
state/territory is participating in SBA’s State Trade 
Expansion Program.
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The State Trade Expansion Program or STEP 
provides grants to U.S. states/territories to help 
small businesses to go international.

https://www.sba.gov/business-guide/grow-your-business/export-products


Your small businesses may qualify for a grant and/or training to:

1. Translate Your Product Manual

2. Optimize Your Website for an International Audience

3. Design Marketing Materials for Your International Audience

4. Obtain Your CE Mark and Complete Compliance Testing

5. Start the Application for International IP Protection

6. Follow Up From Previous Business Trips

7. Participate in Virtual Training

8. Perform International Market Research

9. Sign Up for Export Training

9 Ways STEP Can Help You Grow Your  Business Now



Financing Your International Sales

Loan options:

• Export Express for export development 
• $500,000 limit

• Export Working Capital to fulfill your export 
orders
• $5 million limit

• International Trade Loan for expanding 
your overseas sales capacity
• $5 million limit



SBA Coronavirus 
Resources



STEP Available Resources –
Increased Caps as a Result of COVID-19

STEP 7 Grants

1. Shipping sample 
products - $4,000

2. Cost of compliance 
testing - $6,000

3. Export research tool 
subscription - $2,000

4. Website translation -
$6,000

5. Design of marketing 
media - $6,000

6. CE Compliance 
Marketing - $6,000

STEP 8 Grants

1. Shipping sample 
products - $4,000

2. Cost of compliance 
testing - $6,000

3. Export research tool 
subscription - $2,000

4. Website translation, 
search engine 
optimization and 
localization services -
$6,000

5. Design of marketing 
media - $6,000



SBA COVID-19 Available Resources

• Paycheck Protection Program – Businesses must apply through a 
lender. Current SBA lenders can be identified on the SBA 
website. Questions should be directed to the customer service call 
center at 1-800-659-2955.

• Economic Injury and Disaster Response & Emergency Advance –
Businesses must apply on the SBA website. Please contact Customer 
Service Center at 1-800-659-2955 or (TTY: 1-800-877-
8339) DisasterCustomerService@sba.gov with questions.

• SBA Express Bridge Loans – Businesses with a relationship with an 
SBA lender should approach their lender to obtain a bridge loan while 
waiting for an Economic Injury and Disaster Response Loan.

• Export Loans – Direct or indirect exporters may benefit from SBA’s 
Export Loans and should be referred to Theo Samuel-Hunte. SBA DE 
Export Finance Manager (theophilus.Samuel-hunte@sba.gov )

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001nQpowleDc5bv3n4teZCXnxxSMBhNk6YxWPZvmtMgCes-JfWD4Db4fkhqty04vpV0uYz-8bhdyT9YXyrqh_HlmYEY67Ktb61scBwAYWjJxMl_0AXDJ2zrghNh59agTT7EI-dQjBwt90-Gqrw8zqY3I0_x8Lu8CnuKPj8527qApQDSePxigtaLlrLnIQPESzQ047wmZZMsY2kM6jQ_a4tvI8fNLkSPWG9NVnC_9Lzk2FcNryaDruFae7i6cTNzLbzQ%26c%3DD_ppUo01ZwWZ_WydlbYa3OaVsdz09m0o_9Qb9WW_0eJ2mkho8iGRNw%3D%3D%26ch%3DOZtvWIzbT8RKmBplq3wSxfn65goJ90LkV9rJp0hSn82ASuMWq8wpmg%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7Cjewel.linzey%40sba.gov%7Cc492868c83a84e5de99608d7f5b45a7e%7C3c89fd8a7f684667aa1541ebf2208961%7C1%7C0%7C637248027274229459&sdata=yJUxaQQPhpfqcNdA7GGnBuJATNEfbPeB5KZr4oDfIJo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001nQpowleDc5bv3n4teZCXnxxSMBhNk6YxWPZvmtMgCes-JfWD4Db4fkhqty04vpV0v9U22hGyRdR4IvHewrc052jtKjVhAlMZhZL310BeNaN2XKK-Ub_aUmWiJ7TYrTu_eMIRGxpiYKM%3D%26c%3DD_ppUo01ZwWZ_WydlbYa3OaVsdz09m0o_9Qb9WW_0eJ2mkho8iGRNw%3D%3D%26ch%3DOZtvWIzbT8RKmBplq3wSxfn65goJ90LkV9rJp0hSn82ASuMWq8wpmg%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7Cjewel.linzey%40sba.gov%7Cc492868c83a84e5de99608d7f5b45a7e%7C3c89fd8a7f684667aa1541ebf2208961%7C1%7C0%7C637248027274229459&sdata=2ngR%2FPdMJ9r0qvffq%2BhzR%2F5dWfIIrSr%2B%2B1NsY9yAc04%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001nQpowleDc5bv3n4teZCXnxxSMBhNk6YxWPZvmtMgCes-JfWD4Db4fkhqty04vpV0a3doHj0n9_6_yY4uQM3WG4tDsWNKXjrU8uZn6FCTQ_Lc5YlhzwSPtrFX30K2x3HNUrf81YbSw84W_9uwPw6WN_2H9Hme8KtBW8txsNTFYRsqkOFuSNVqXdBFYLMrrfv6v4hiirWhSySGXXuAUG6JLuDZsNFO6iaH_gSAH_aQTEaE3pnF1E0nU7vKp1FroJNSUnbgcxOogujiMBOBV3sFcQ%3D%3D%26c%3DD_ppUo01ZwWZ_WydlbYa3OaVsdz09m0o_9Qb9WW_0eJ2mkho8iGRNw%3D%3D%26ch%3DOZtvWIzbT8RKmBplq3wSxfn65goJ90LkV9rJp0hSn82ASuMWq8wpmg%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7Cjewel.linzey%40sba.gov%7Cc492868c83a84e5de99608d7f5b45a7e%7C3c89fd8a7f684667aa1541ebf2208961%7C1%7C0%7C637248027274239414&sdata=hpn9IqfQ4GLLm%2BILJdbE%2Btp5mMATS5joonTGPhLeK%2BI%3D&reserved=0
mailto:DisasterCustomerService@sba.gov
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001nQpowleDc5bv3n4teZCXnxxSMBhNk6YxWPZvmtMgCes-JfWD4Db4fkhqty04vpV0QlEvTtBXX6W98RSuZ633buOFsbxTTcR3a_HRLvBwSv8m8jgFLrpVn6EhtRdDWQhyJF0NhFAgB2tyrEfivGg9EikCMq5T4FBnw7H2capE9x_76M_x-hrDooM9AxHZzlKNRhO8fHlOO-qbV_6DIHy1o6reJTniKL0CexXv3WHTGhDn8CXMZ1K3Xg%3D%3D%26c%3DD_ppUo01ZwWZ_WydlbYa3OaVsdz09m0o_9Qb9WW_0eJ2mkho8iGRNw%3D%3D%26ch%3DOZtvWIzbT8RKmBplq3wSxfn65goJ90LkV9rJp0hSn82ASuMWq8wpmg%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7Cjewel.linzey%40sba.gov%7Cc492868c83a84e5de99608d7f5b45a7e%7C3c89fd8a7f684667aa1541ebf2208961%7C1%7C0%7C637248027274239414&sdata=PN8PkXspvbCwmHVtIlbC87iziGbbFgWiOxnbcSSJaJc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001nQpowleDc5bv3n4teZCXnxxSMBhNk6YxWPZvmtMgCes-JfWD4Db4fkhqty04vpV0CAOiX-86cdbp3urCs9vcbGB8LtDvxctfjUw546dtZyFarQDFEyow-VCllPyPKVyORV10AlzRfp-5bscS1w-HTFsTv5f1Y6kYEhGG-LECgSiPksdwtO81INbnIJgHCVPOZa9ebd4_o-A%3D%26c%3DD_ppUo01ZwWZ_WydlbYa3OaVsdz09m0o_9Qb9WW_0eJ2mkho8iGRNw%3D%3D%26ch%3DOZtvWIzbT8RKmBplq3wSxfn65goJ90LkV9rJp0hSn82ASuMWq8wpmg%3D%3D&data=02%7C01%7Cjewel.linzey%40sba.gov%7Cc492868c83a84e5de99608d7f5b45a7e%7C3c89fd8a7f684667aa1541ebf2208961%7C1%7C0%7C637248027274249373&sdata=LQfqHQgz%2BzGVuuNNDoOCI%2FRRAEVWYDoo2U%2BDLGZ4D6g%3D&reserved=0
mailto:theophilus.Samuel-hunte@sba.gov


For more information, please visit
sba.gov/international

Sign up for our export  newsletter:
sba.gov/newsroom

https://www.sba.gov/business-guide/grow-your-business/export-products
https://www.sba.gov/newsroom

